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dementia, and hence the induction, training

and support for the team is constantly

monitored and under review for improvement.

Photography project

An eighteen-month project led by Judie

Waldmann, a local community artist, enabled

many of our members to find new ways to

communicate through photography. The

resulting images were inspirational and the

project culminated in a collaborative exhibition

at the Jacqueline du PrŽ Music Building, as part

of Artweeks 2006.

One-to-One Service

A very creative and expansive year all round for

the One-to-One Service. Geared to provide

flexible and responsive support, the

partnerships between the person with

dementia and their support worker continue to

flourish. Based on a real knowledge of the

person and their life history, experience and

abilities, these relationships build self-esteem

and enhance well-being. This, in turn, enables

the person to exercise choice and maintain

their independence as far as possible whilst the

benefits of this positive approach are felt by

their family and close friends too.

What do we do together? Well, what does

anyone do in their 30s to 60s? An abundance of

activities are enjoyedÑincluding practical,

leisure, social, and even some paid and

voluntary work. One person, delighting in

current experiences and stimulation, has revived

a childhood interest in horse riding and music

whilst another, a talented and established

writer, has successfully published commissioned

articles; others have kept themselves fit with

swimming, yoga, badminton, golf and walking

in our beautiful countryside. Small occasional

gatherings, hosted by support workers, of four

to six people provide a vital link with others

experiencing these rare conditions.

In a year of transition, expansion was

demanded by new members and by the

increased needs of current members. We

supported 48 people with 6000 hours of

support, and aim to provide the same high

quality, individually tailored service to around

55 to 60 people with 7000 hours of support in

the coming year.  

Our team of specialist support workers grew

from 11 to 13, and we now have a co-ordinator

in place to manage the continued expansion.

They work with conditions such as AlzheimerÕs,

vascular and frontal lobe dementias, CADASIL,

cognitive impairment due to HuntingtonÕs

disease and multiple sclerosis, and rarer forms of

The Club, uniting the members of both our

lively services and the whole Clive Project

team, continues in happy, energetic mode.

Garden tea parties, summer picnics,

Christmas and Valentine lunches, theatre trips

and concerts were enjoyed by many

throughout the year.

With so much going on, our occasional

newsletter is increasingly valuable in keeping

us all in touch, as well as providing

opportunities for everyone to have a say about

what we do. An additional chance to shape

the charityÕs plans came at the annual

consultation and social ÔGet TogetherÕ where

more than 60 people shared supper,

conversation and ideas.

The Clive Project Club

ÔSince Jo from The Clive Project started visiting Sandy, my wife,

our lives have changed immeasurably. SandyÕs independence

had been compromised by her inability to go out alone and

she was very depressed and withdrawn about that. Now she is

a different personÑlooking forward to JoÕs visits as the high

points of her week, and feeling in control of her life, valued and

able to say what she wants to do and where she wants to go.

I donÕt know what we would do without them.

The Clive Project pulled our family out of a downward

spiral in terms of SandyÕs mood and health. She was

dangerously underweight, depressed and withdrawn. With

the friendship and customised facilitation offered by The Clive Project, Sandy has her life back

again. She can pursue her interests outside of the home and is living a fulfilled life. It's as if the

clouds have parted!ÕPhil
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Sandy, One-to-One member
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Contact details

The Clive Project Team

The Clive Project,  7 Mount Pleasant,  Crawley Road,  Witney,  Oxfordshire OX28 1JE

Tel: 01993 776295  ¥  mail@thecliveproject.org.uk  ¥  www.thecliveproject.org.uk

Department of Health Social Care Award Ñ Promoting Independence

The Clive Projectis a registered charity no. 1085595 and a company limited by 
guarantee registered in England and Wales under company no. 4142850

Photographs: Judie Waldmann and Terry Carpenter. The photograph of Roger, front cover, was part of an exhibition, ÔIn Between SpacesÕ, 
an exploration of memory loss by Judie Waldmann; Design: Words and Publications; Website: Patrick Nethercot
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Working with others

The Clive Home Project
In the second half of 2005Ð6 two exciting

offers coincided. The first was from an

experienced architect who expressed an

interest in working with us without payment

for a few months to help us to move forward

our plans for a specialist long-term and respite

care resource for younger people with

dementia in Oxfordshire. The second was an

approach from an established care home,

suggesting that we could jointly develop just

such a resource alongside their current

home. Substantial work has been undertaken

to test the feasibility of this proposal and we

are at the point of building an outline business

case together to take to commissioners who

are also now openly recognising that they need

to take positive steps to get such a project off

the ground.

Oxfordshire Early Onset Dementia
Network
The statutory mental health and social care

systems within Oxfordshire are undergoing

considerable change, so the work of this multi-

disciplinary network, chaired by The Clive

Project, is to keep a determined course towards

improvements in services for younger people

with dementia and their families. Bridging the

gap between the diagnostic services and

continuing community care has been a focus

for the year. Improved communications

between all parties is the key to success here

and will provide very clear benefits to younger

people in the county. Proposals for a specialist

multi-disciplinary service for young onset

dementia with The Clive Project as the lead

organisation are under consideration. Exciting

potential here for both developing more

appropriate support to suit individuals, and

also improving what is there already. This

should provide a truly integrated, well-

co-ordinated approach to hold people with

reassurance and compassion through their

progressive condition.

Oxfordshire Dementia Forum
A very productive collaboration between the

local AlzheimerÕs Society branches, SPECAL

(Specialised Early Care for AlzheimerÕs), Age

Concern, Oxfordshire Mental Health Care

Trust, DISC (Dementia Information Service for

Carers) and The Clive Project has resulted in

the launch of an excellent interactive websiteÑ

www.dementiaweb.org.ukÑfor people with

dementia, their families and professionals in

Oxfordshire. We maintain our good links with

national AlzheimerÕs Society and will play a

major role in the national conference for young

onset dementia when it comes to Oxford.
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The Clive Project’s positive support,

with its clear focus on the person’s

changing needs and wishes, enables

them to live the life of their choice

for as long as they can.

Living with dementia can be confusing. The loss of

memory, communication and thinking skills makes

life less clear. Changes in personality and behaviour

blur past and present identity and relationships.

Enabling people in Oxfordshire living with 

early onset dementia to live life to the full

2005Ð2006

Patron Ñ The Rt Hon Baroness Greenfield CBE
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Marilyn and Roger


